
In Lead and Succeed, Scott Cowen—who led Tulane University during 
Hurricane Katrina and Case Western Reserve University during the COVID-19 
pandemic—shares his leadership advice specifically for recent graduates and 
early career professionals.

With personal anecdotes from Scott’s fifty-year career and prompts for 
reflection at the end of each chapter, Lead and Succeed invites readers to 
engage in a process of personal development as they begin to build  
their careers.

“This book is the perfect gift for anyone thinking about the next steps in  
their quest to make a difference in the world. Scott’s writing feels like an  

in-person mentoring session and his stories provide a clear road map  
for those who want to be changemakers.”

—DEBORAH BIAL, president and founder, The Posse Foundation

“This is the book I wish I’d  
had when I first became a leader 
at Time and CNN. Leadership is a 
skill that can be learned, and this 

book will allow you to do so,  
step by step, in a way that is 

tailored for you.” 

—WALTER ISAACSON,  
#1 New York Times bestselling author
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SCOTT COWEN has taught and written extensively on 
leadership, served at the helm of large organizations in 
both higher education and the corporate sector, led two 
universities through major crises (Tulane University during 
Hurricane Katrina and Case Western Reserve University 
during the COVID-19 pandemic), was a leader in the 
transformation of public K–12 education in New Orleans, 
and has served on many for-profit and nonprofit boards.

Time magazine named Cowen one of the nation’s Top 10 Best College Presidents and 
he was appointed to the White House Council for Community Solutions by President 
Barack Obama. He is a former chair of the Association of American Universities and 
a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Cowen is the recipient of 
several national awards, including the Carnegie Corporation Academic Leadership 
Award and TIAA-CREF Theodore M. Hesburgh Award for Leadership Excellence 
in Higher Education. He also holds honorary degrees from some of the nation’s top 
institutions, including Brown University, the University of Notre Dame, Yeshiva 
University, the University of Connecticut, and Case Western Reserve University.

Meet Scott Cowen

Praise for Lead and Succeed
“An indispensable resource for anyone looking to navigate the 

complexities of leadership with purpose and integrity.”
—JEFFREY SELINGO, New York Times bestselling author of Who Gets In  

and Why and cohost of the Future U. podcast

“Every young person who wants to be a leader in any field should read 
Lead and Succeed.”

—BARBARA R. SNYDER, president, Association of American Universities

“Scott Cowen invites us into a conversation about our own  
leadership journeys, informed with humility and humor, by his own 

extraordinary experiences.”
—TED MITCHELL, President of the American Council of Education

Press Contact: Mary Sasso, Senior Publicist, Amplify Publishing
mary@amplifypublishing.com | Ph: 517-207-5263 

Available June 3, 2025
$24.95 US / $34.95 CAN

ISBN:  9798891384101 


